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MarVal Fire

Local fireman, Jacob Jacobson, surveys the aftermath of a 
fire that destroyed the MarVal Supermarket in January of 
1973. It took 40 volunteer firefighters from Galt, Herald, 
and Elk Grove using 12 pieces of fire equipment to put 
out the blaze. The 8:47 pm fire came at the same time as a 

From the Archives

local crab feed, which sent several volunteers in their dress 
clothes to the conflagration. Injuries were kept to scrapes 
and bruises and a couple of instances of smoke inhalation. 
At the time, the fire was the worst anyone had seen in years. 
MarVal would eventually rebuild.
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Dear Members,

We finally made it to Spring time.  The leaves 
are beginning to pop out, birds are singing 
in the trees, and the grass is growing.  It is 
only March and we desperately need more 
rain.  Hopefully, we will receive it before 
summer comes.  However, we should be 
prepared for a dry summer.

It appears that because we were advised to 
not socialize the past year and a half, many 
people are now out and about doing lots 
of activities and making up for lost time.  
However, there is one place that does not 
get the recognition or attendance that it 
should; and that is our own Rae House 
Museum.  We are open the first Sunday 
of each month from 1 pm-4 pm, with 
the exception of being closed in January 
and February for maintenance.  It was 
disappointing to see that I was one of only 
three people who came to the museum on 
March 6th.  Many of you may say that you 
have been there before, it is a small house, 
or what could be different?  I am here to 
tell you that you have not been to the Rae 
until you come and see what our Historian, 
Dan Tarnasky, has done to the inside of the 
house.  What you will see will tell you the 
story of our town and our area and of the 
people who made our town what it is today.  

It is no longer just an old historic house.  
I am there a lot and still love to go and 
read all the signage, look at the pictures, 
and look at the displays.  If you are from 
a family that has been in Galt for years, 
you may see a spot where something from 
your family could fit.  Contact Dan if you 
want to loan or donate something to the 
museum.  We took over the Rae House in 
1988 from the City of Galt when we heard 
a developer was going to tear the house 
down.  Our founding members worked 
with the city to get the Rae.  The city asked 
that in exchange for the house, we were to 
renovate it and make it into a museum.  
This we have accomplished.  We opened 
our doors June 9, 1991 to 200 people who 
came to see the only museum in Galt.  If 
you have children or grandchildren, this 
is where they can learn about their town.  
What a nice afternoon to come to tour 
the house and bring a picnic lunch and 
sit on the lawn at the Rae.  Please make a 
point of coming to our museum April 3rd.  
You will not be disappointed.  You may 
see something you remember as a child; 
or you may learn something you did not 
know about our town.  Either way, it will 
be memorable.

Janis Barsetti Gray
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Updates
We welcome new member Socorro 
Guzman. 

Please be aware that 2022 dues were 
due at the end of March.  If you are 
not a Life Member, annual dues are 
due on January 1 of each year.  Several 
reminders had been sent over the past 
few months.    If dues are not paid 
membership will be terminated.    
A huge thank you to those who 
responded to our reminders: Janet 
Hom, Gary & Ida Hoff, Joe Laurance, 
Amy Radford, Myron Dause, Sarah 
McFadyen, Daniel Denier, and Lisa 
Marangi.  

Remember to please contact us for any 
address, phone or email changes that 
you have.  We need to have updated 
addresses or it costs us each time a 
newsletter is returned for incorrect 
address.  But more important is 
we want to keep everyone updated 
and informed of all our events and 
activities!

Contact Rhonda Smith with any 
concerns about membership.  
rhonda@galtsmiths.com. 

Or 209-745-4504.





Fireworks Booth
The Galt Area Historical Society has decided 
to have a fireworks booth this year.  We have 
signed the appropriate papers with the city 
and the TNT Fireworks.  We will begin selling 
on June 28th thru July 4th.  The hours of 
operation are 9am-10 pm.  On the 28th we 
can begin selling at noon-10pm.  We will need 
volunteers to help man the booth and sell.  
We will be using Square on our IPHONS to 
sell.  It will take several shifts each day.  Please 
contact me or Gale Webber to work.  It is a lot 
of work, but a great opportunity to raise some 
needed funds.

Eggstravaganza/Kite Day
You will see the flyer later in this newsletter.  
However, this is the first time we have 
combined both events.  Saturday, April 9th 
will be a huge day for us.  We have over 70 
vendors signed up and paid.  There will be 
food trucks, Old City Kites will be coming 
with large kites to fly and display, extra kites 
for the kids, egg hunts, games for the kids, face 
painting, balloon artist, pie eating contest, 
tours of the McFarland House, and much 
more.  Tell your friends and family.  This 
will be a wonderful family and community 
free event (except if you buy anything).  The 
weather looks like it will be beautiful.  There 
is still a need for volunteer help.  Contact Gale 
Webber if you want to give a hand or Kathleen 
Amos for docenting in the house.

Website, Social Media, and 
Online Purchases
If you misplaced your newsletter or want to 
share what you read with others, you can go 
to our website:   www.galthistory.org, and you 
will see that all our newsletters since 2018 are 
on our site for viewing.  Take some time and 
look over the entire site.  We have information, 
our calendar, and the history of Galt.  If you 
are on Facebook, remember to “Like” The 
Galt Area Historical Society, The Rae House 
Museum, and Snapshots of Galt History.  
Anytime we post, you will be notified.  As a 
reminder, when you shop on Amazon Smile, 
please make the Galt Area Historical Society 
your nonprofit of choice.  Then .5% of your 
purchase price will come to us.

Thanks for Donors to 
Eggravaganza, Kite Day
We appreciate all those who have donated 
toward this event:
  F&M Bank
      for sponsoring the Balloon Artist
  Old City Kites
  Joan Werblun
      for decorating the McFarland House
  CSD Fire
     for sponsoring the Egg Drop
  Galt Walmart
      for donating 10,000 plastic eggs
All those who donated candy to fill the 
Easter eggs for the hunt:

Liz and Tom Haglund, Maria 
Spannuth, Rich & Pam Lozano, Ed & 
Sheri Mason and River Rock Brewery, 
Rachel Chavez & Chavez Heating & 
Air, Janis Barsetti Gray & Barsetti 
Vineyards,Galt Lions Club, Sue Dean, 
TJ Hartle & Trash2Treasures

We could still use more candy.

Liberty and Elliott 
Cemeteries
Within this newsletter you will see pictures 
of both the Liberty Cemetery and the 
Elliott Cemetery.  We want to thank The 
Clampers Tuleburg Chapter 69 for their 
work at the Liberty and Elliott, Gallo 
Vineyards for mowing at the Liberty, and 
a special thanks to Travis Hausauer and his 
son for taking such wonderful care of the 
Elliott and removing a dead tree.  He has 
been such a help to Eric Schneider, our 
Cemetery Chairman.  We could not do all 
that we accomplish without our volunteers.

McFarland Venue
Your Executive Board has been working 
hard to replace the existing venue contract 
for the McFarland private events.  We 
have also done surveys of other like-sized 
venues and discovered how low in price 
we have been.  We have raised our prices 
for private events beginning April 1, 2022 
going forward.  While we are a nonprofit 
organization, we also must run our affairs 
as a business.  We have bills to pay for the 
upkeep of the McFarland, the Rae Museum, 
and the two cemeteries.

Appeal Letter
You will be receiving our annual Appeal Letter 
sent out to our members in the mail soon.  
This is the time of year when we hope our 
members will open their hearts and wallets 
to help us with donations.  Any amount of a 
donation is appreciated.  It all adds up to help 
us with our mission to preserve and restore the 
history of the Galt Area.  Your donations are 
tax deductible.

McFarland Bride’s Room
The Brides’s Room at the McFarland has been 
completely redone by Joan Werblun, Bernice 
Lee, Sammy Watson, and Rita Martin.  They 
have spent many hours working on the room 
along with shopping for just the right touches.  
Rita and Bob Martin have done a tremendous 
job with the flowers at the McFarland House.  
Thank you to all of you.

In Memory
This has been a very sad year for our society.  
We recently lost Charles Carver, Jim Ritchie, 
John Hanson, and Dolores Jacobson.  Charles 
worked for many years helping at the 
McFarland and wherever he was needed.  Jim 
was a lifetime member and from a historic 
family.  His parents and grandparents (The 
Hickeys) are buried at the Liberty Cemetery.  
Dolores was always at the meetings and helped 
for years when she was called upon.  John lived 
in Oregon, but always appreciated reading 
about what was going on in Galt.  Our sincere 
sympathy goes to all of these families.  We will 
miss them all.
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Upcoming
Dates

April 9:
Kite Day/Eggstgravaganza
9am-4pm at McFarland Ranch

April 11:
Executive Board Meeting
4pm at Rae Museum

April 25:
General Meeting
6pm at Rae Museum

May 7:
Ladies’ Tea
1pm to 3:30pm at Rae Museum

May 9:
Board Meeting
4pm at Rae Museum

May 23:
General Meeting
6pm at McFarland Barn

August 27:
Car Show
9am to 3pm

September 24:
Sip And Snack
6pm to 9pm at MAC

Help the Galt Area Historical Society 
During the Big Day of Giving 2022

Big Day of Giving is the Sacramento region’s annual celebration of giving to local causes that matter 
to donors and their loved ones. Since 2013, more than 50,000 donors have helped local nonprofits 
raise $65 million through the region-wide, community-driven effort - proving that, when we give 
together, we make a significant impact!

Help us at the Galt Area Historical Society continue maintaining our historical resources and 
acquiring new ones. It’s easy to do, and you can do it online.

 1. Go to www.bigdayofgiving.org
 2. Type in Galt Area Historical Society
 3. Click the DONATE button.
 4. Fill out the required information.

 5. You’re done!
Please share this information

When you share with your friends, family, coworkers, and neighbors why you care for local nonprofits 
and their work, you make a difference. This fundraiser is in conjunction with our annual appeal 
letter. You can do either one or both if you like.



Most people haven’t heard about the Alta Mesa 
Hall out in Colony. In an unincorporated 
area northeast of Galt, the Hall was the 
community’s central meeting place. Early 
pioneer T.  Winey donated the land and shared 
the financing of the building with Charles 
Smith, Charles Partel, and Sara Green. It was 
built in a centralized location of the sparsely 
settled community to accommodate church 
services and community activities. It also 
served as a meeting place for a literary group, 
the Don Ray Improvement Club, which 
was founded in 1910. Until 1985, the Hall 
remained one of the most important places 
associated with the history and development 
of the rural Alta Mesa community.  

In 1917, the Alta Mesa Farm Bureau 
bought the building. Reports were read, 
and speeches were delivered. Animated 
discussions ensued over government 
regulations and propositions, community 
planning and zoning, water conservation 
and district irrigation, road layouts, new 
school planning, and the fire department 
boundaries. The Alta Mesa 4-H and other 
local 4-H’s set meeting dates and held their 
social affairs there.  

A kitchen was added to the rectangular 
building in 1930. Residents took time from 
their day’s labor to transform the building 
to an “L” shape by 1935, the same year the 
wooden front porch was replaced with a 
cement slab, and a truncated hip roof was 
added over the porch.  

During the First World War, local women 
met at the Alta Mesa Hall and rolled 
bandages for wounded soldiers while the 
younger men- not on active duty-assembled 
for civil defense training. During the Second 
World War, the state militia drilled in the 
Hall’s shadow. Inside the Hall, workgroups 
busied themselves in the handcrafting of 
slippers and lap robes for wounded Second 
World War soldiers.  

In the winter of 1955-56, Alta Mesa residents 
pitched in and made quilts for the victims of 
the Marysville-Yuba City flood. There were 
other memories, such as afternoons of roller 
skating across the large 50 by 30-foot floor. 
Eyes twinkled as many remembered the Alta 
Mesa Fairs, one of the state’s last rural one-
day community fairs.  

There was a day in 1922 when a committee 
of residents voted to hold the one-day fair 
in the summer. You brought your produce, 
handiwork, and canned goods and displayed 
them in the Alta Mesa Hall. You prepared for 
the big day. Marjorie McEnerney practiced 
for the turkey race while Alma Stout balanced 

Alta Mesa Hall

bags of salt on top of her head. Amy Howell 
hoped to compete with the more practiced 
married women in the rolling-pin throw. You 
voted for Miss Alta Mesa Queen. The big 
day came. The flag was raised. The flowers 
and livestock were judged. You had a tug of 
war with the Valley Oaks Grange members.   

Mrs. Will Hobday won the husband calling 
contest.” Turkey” Jim Carr won the mule race 
when he beat Harve King with his dappled 
jackass and Jimmy Clarke with his bob-tailed 
nag. At noon, you ate a chicken dinner that 
was to become a local tradition for the next 
54 years. That dinner was cooked and served 
by local women. For many years, almost 
every food item was donated, raising enough 
revenue to assist in the Hall’s maintenance.  

You presented your War Bonds and Stamps 
for admission to the evening dance and 
strutted your stuff until well into the wee 
hours of the morning. Word of a great time 
and good home-cookin’ spread around the 
countryside! Attendance at the Fair grew so 
much that the annual event had to be moved 
in 1976 to avoid the parking crunch.  

So what happened to this place so abundant 
with memories? What happened to the 
single-story building built near the crest of a 
low hill, the lot gently sloping away toward 
the north? The United States Department of 

the Interior National Park Service included 
the Alta Mesa Hall on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Victoria Sturmer wrote the 
nomination. In March of 1987, just one year 
after it was declared a historical site, the Alta 
Mesa Hall burned to the ground. The cause 
of the fire was believed to be deliberately set 
by young vandals. The only structure left on 
the property is a restroom.  

Some of the old-timers who pass the site on 
the corner of Blake and Alta Mesa Roads can 
still see the original paired main entrances 
under the wood-shingled roof, the simple 
open wooden platform that provided an 
entrance porch, its three large double-hung 
windows on the east and west sides that 
brought light and ventilation into the large 
interior public assembly room, the raised 
stage at the north end of this spacious room 
that was flanked by rooms that doubled for 
dressing rooms and stage entrances. One can 
imagine seeing the plain, unassuming rear 
of the building with its small window in the 
center and an exit door with its wooden steps 
at its eastern end.  

What happened there still lives in the 
memories of those who lived its history. It 
lives as a testimony to an era when life was 
perhaps simpler and less complicated.

- Thanks to Jane Bilello
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