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From the Archives

Whitaker and Ray Block
Local entrepreneurs, Andrew Whitaker and Don Ray, opened their first store in
a wooden building built by John McFarland on the present site of the Brewster
Building in 1869. Between farming cash crops, operating the general store, and
dealing in land speculation, Whitaker and Ray made enough money to build these
two buildings that took up a city block on 4th Street between C and D Streets in
1870. One side was the Galt Hotel and the other housed a couple of small stores,
a real estate office, and a soda fountain. Upstairs contained doctor’s offices and a
meeting hall. In 1899, Whitaker and Ray opened the largest department store on
the West Coast. Departments included Jewelry, clothing, Crockery and glassware,
drugs, furniture, hardware, and even an undertaking department.

Charter
Night Dinner
Along with the election of new officers,
we will be celebrating our Charter as an
organization with a dinner, catered by
the Velvet Grill & Creamery. The cost
is $15 per person. There will be roasted
chicken, twice baked potatoes, salad
and ice cream infused with apple pie.
The dinner will be held at the Historical
Society Hall, 550 C Street. You must
RSVP and pay prior to the dinner, as
we have to pay for the dinner to Kirk.
There will be no dinner sales at the door.
Please fill out and return the enclosed
flyer as soon as possible. I must give a
headcount by Friday, October 25.

Harvey/McFarland
Volunteer Award
The outstanding volunteers
will be announced at the
Charter Night dinner.
This is an honor we bestow
on volunteers each year
since our beginning.
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MEMBERSHIP
UPDATE
There are still many who have not
renewed. Remember once several
months have passed without
payment, names will be dropped
from our membership roster and
you will no longer receive our
newsletter. The month to remove
names will be in June so please
be kind and send in your renewal
through our website or by mail
ASAP. Individual dues are $20,
Family $40, Business $50,
Student $10, Individual Lifetime
$200 and Family Lifetime $250.
Dues are Tax Deductible!
Contact Rhonda Smith with any
concerns about membership.
rhonda@galtsmiths.com.

2019 Historical Society
Executive Board
Janis Barsetti Gray ~ President

Ida Denier ~ 1st Vice President
Ralph Cortez ~ 2nd Vice President
Liz Haglund ~ Recording Secretary
Louise Dowdell ~
Corresponding Secretary
Dan Tarnasky ~ Historian
Bobbi Lewis ~ Treasurer
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A Message From The

With October here, not only does it bring
Fall, but it brings the month that the Galt
Area Historical Society received our
Charter in 1987. Our society was founded
by four individuals: Eugenia Olson, Beatrice
Orr Smithson, Margaret Greer, and Orvell
Fletcher. Before long, volunteers who
shared their same passion for preserving
and restoring Galt and the Galt area’s
history, began organizing. October 1987,
we had more than 60 Charter members.
During the first meeting of October 14,
1987, officers were installed, the Charter
was read and presented, and a social hour
followed where those attending shared
their excitement about the journey they
were about to take. Galt Justice Court
Judge, James Henke installed the officers.
The first officers for our organization
were: Louise Dowdell, President, Alberta
Barber, First VP, Shirley Gulbranson,
2nd VP, Cecilia Rothenberger, Recording
Secretary, Marian Lawrence, Pro Tem
Recording Secretary, Dorothy Pearson,
Corresponding Secretary, Paul Hagen,
Treasurer, and Forest Jamieson, Historian.
Our new Charter was presented, which
officially recognized our existence. As
they say, “the rest is history.” Each year
at our October General meeting we not
only elect our new officers for the next
year, but we celebrate the beginning
of our society and celebrate those who
created our organization.
We also
honor chosen volunteers to receive the
Harvey/McFarland Founder Award for
Outstanding Volunteerism.
Have we come a long way! Just to share
a few of our accomplishments since 1987,
take a look at this list.

740 Spaans Drive #2

• We acquired and renovated the Rae

Galt, CA 95632

• We entered into a 99 year lease with

209 . 745 . 2334

House to become Galt’s only museum

Sacramento County to renovate and
preserve the McFarland House and
Ranch.

• We acquired and maintain two historic
•
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cemeteries: The Liberty Cemetery
and the Elliott Cemetery.
We have quite a few copywritten
books and CD in our archives.
We preserved and dedicated the Galt
Water Tower
We dedicated many historic sites in
our area
We created the memorial rose garden
at the Rae House Museum
We have created annual fundraisers
that help us pay our bills: Sip & Snack
at the MAC, our annual car show, “A
Drive Down Memory Lane,” Kite Day,
Ice Cream Social, Our annual yard sale,
and our Ladies’ Tea at the Rae.
We created Pioneer Days so that
children could learn about early
California life
We created the McFarland Ranch as
a place we can rent for weddings and
events.
We have created an extensive archives
and social media presence.
We are working on our largest project:
An event center at the McFarland
Ranch
We have acquired and will renovate
the Liberty one room school house.

When we started in 1987, we were
operating on a “shoestring.”
Today
through fundraisers, grants, and donations,
and being fiscally responsible, we are a
very solvent organization. However, it is
because of all those volunteers before us
and presently, that we can keep going.
Our work is never done when dealing with
history. It takes a group of passionate
people like our founders to keep our goal
alive. When you come to our Charter Night
Dinner on October 28th, please know is
to celebrate not only our beginning, but to
celebrate all of you for all you do.
~ Janis Barsetti Gray

Policy and Procedure Review

Pioneer Days & Pumpkin Patch
I. Purpose:
Pioneer Days, held at the MLHR, are experienced by an average of 3,000 Central Valley students
from six neighboring school districts annually. Students enter a time portal to the late 1800s
where they spend the whole day experiencing tactile activities of pioneer life chosen by their
teachers, ranging from tin punching, making corn husk dolls to candle dipping, and making ice
cream, etc. The GAHS also has a pumpkin patch in October located at the MHLR which is
planted and irrigated by a dedicated volunteer.
II. Related Documentation:
Field Trip Reservation Form
Field Trip Teachers Manual & CD
III. Procedure:
1. Teachers contact the Society Field Trip Coordinator (FTC) to reserve a date. The website
has a form with instructions asking the teachers to contact the GAHS FTC.
2. If a teacher requests a field trip for Kindergarten through 2nd grade, the FTC encourages
them to attend the Pumpkin Patch which usually runs from October 10th to October 31st.
a. Teachers fill out same Reservation Form but indicate children will be attending the
Pumpkin Patch.
b. Cost is $2.50 per child. If home schooled or private schools, siblings may attend.
c. Child allowed to pick one pumpkin. They must be able to carry it.
d. Students usually arrive at 8:30 a.m. and stay until 10:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. and stay
until 1:30 p.m.
e. Students are reminded that no running is allowed.
3. If the date is available, the Field Trip Reservation Form is mailed to the School to fill out or
the Teacher is directed to the website where the form is available. Completed forms are
mailed or emailed to the FTC.
4. The FTC needs to make sure the teacher in charge is aware that there is no place to take
the children if it rains. If the weather reports indicate rain, it is recommended to cancel and
reschedule.
5. The FTC discusses with the teacher if training is needed for either the teachers or the
parents. If needed, the FTC schedules a training date out at the MLHR.
6. A copy of the Field Trip Reservation form is given to the President as backup and the
date that the school is attending is logged on the calendar on the website. A copy of the
completed form should also be located at the MLHR.
7. FTC notifies John Durand, liaison for the local schools, of any scheduled field trip of indistrict schools via email or phone and posts on the calendar at the MHLR.
8. Training of teachers and parents takes from 45 minutes to two hours. The FTC provides
all of the supplies for the training but just discusses how the activities are done except for
rope making. FTC demonstrates and has the participants make rope. Teacher in charge is
notified that they are responsible to bring a First Aid Kit to the field trip.
9. Teachers decide which stations they want the students to participate at the training session
if they haven’t done so already. A list of supplies is detailed in the Teachers handbook. The
teachers must bring all of the supplies on the day of the Field Trip. The FTC only provides
the pots, candle forms, etc.
10. Teachers usually bring a check for payment of Pioneer Days on the day of the field trip in
order to get a more accurate count of attendance. Per the Field Trip Reservations form,
the cost is $5 per student.
11. On the day of the Field Trip, the FTC must be present if the school is out-of-district. John
Durand must be in attendance if the school is in-district.
12. Students usually arrive around 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. the morning of the field trip. The
Caretaker and the FTC set up the stations for all of the planned activities that the teacher
has signed up for. If not too windy, the Caretaker starts the fire for the candle-dipping at
least one hour before the students are scheduled to arrive.
13. The teachers and parents are in charge of the students during the field trip. The FTC is
there to oversee and make sure the activity stations are set up and safe. The FTC notifies
the teacher in charge where there are fire extinguishers and the location of the GAHS First
Aid Kit.
14. If the children are well-behaved, the FTC may allow the children to tour the house with the
FTC during their lunch hour. Children are allowed five at a time with an adult at the lead
and at the end.
15. The children usually leave by 3:00 p.m. Before they leave, they are encouraged to clean
up. The Caretaker or the FTC will put out the fire.
16. The GAHS does not advertise Pioneer Days except on the website. John Durand may do
some marketing of Pioneer Days to the in-district schools.

Calendar

Thursday | October 10 | 2pm
Executive Board Meeting
550 C Street

Monday | October 28 | 6pm
Charter Night Meeting, Dinner
and Elections
Dates and Times are Subject to Change
A belated birthday wish
to our own local historian, Louise Dowdell,
who turned 101 years young on August 15.
She enjoyed cake and a birthday party
given by her friends. She was so excited that
someone visited her and spent the afternoon
reminiscing old times with her.
What a beautiful lady she is and
with a mind that is better than most of us!

Gossip from the

Galt Gazette
October 1899

Drummers have been very
numerous in town during the week.
H
Fred Harvey of this place is
at present harvesting a
remunerative crop of buckwheat.
H
D.D. Walker has opened a boot and
shoe shop in the Gazette Building.
H
Rumors of Fall weddings
are rife in Galt.

J & J Heating & Air provides high quality,
professional customer service done right
the first time to create comfortable,
healthy, safe, and energy efficient
places to live and work.
Air Conditioning • Heating • Plumbing
Duct Cleaning • Blown-In Insulation
For Quality and Dependability Call

J & J Heating & Air, Inc.

209.744.8114
www.jjheat.com

BEN SALAS
FUNERAL HOME
FD 1257

~ Since 1955 ~

“Our Family Serving Yours”
Traditional &
Personalized Funerals
Memorial &
Cremation Services
Customized
Pre-Arrangements
Headstones &
Cremation Accessories
149 4th Street
Galt, CA 95632

209-745-1191
Jonnie &
Herman
Grosshans
Owners
#FD1317

Law Office Of

Len ReidReynOsO
TRusTs • wiLLs • PRObaTes
cOnTRacTs • bankRuPTcy • business
we aRe a debT ReLief agency

908 c sTReeT
gaLT, ca
209-745-4411

In Galt SInce 2002
MeMber of
Galt business builders
www.Galtbusinessbuilders.coM

Floral Designs
Weddings • Quinceañeras
Corporate Events

209.745.0726
J.M. Enterprises

Joan Werblun
Owner

Looking for Photos
of Early Galt Citizens
While going through photos of some of Galt’s early pioneers and citizens, I
noticed there was several important people that were missing. Can you help us
find them? Contact the Historian, blckrssn@hotmail.com, if you have a photo or
know someone who does.
• Dr. W.L. McIntyre came to the area in 1849 and built the first frame house in
the Dry Creek Township in 1851.
• Calvin Briggs had large herds of cattle that grazed both sides of Dry Creek
and he built the second frame house in the Township around the same time
as McIntyre.
• Thomas Armstrong was a widower with two daughters and a dairy in 1852.
He was the first burial in Galt cemetery.
• Andrew Whitaker and Don Ray were well known business partners who
owned the Whitaker and Ray Block. There are no known photos of these two
men either together or separately.
• Early farmer and pioneer Hiram Chase
• Judge Harvey Emerson was a local Justice of the peace in the Dry Creek
Township.
• Evan Evans was an early blacksmith and owner of Galt’s first water plant.
• Early blacksmiths J.W. Iler and W.R. Cook
• Early undertaker Frank Randle.
• Hicksville founder William “Billy” Hicks
• Galt area farmer Kelsey Hobday Sr.
• Soloman Kreeger Family who farmed east of Galt.
• John McCauley owned a vast swath of land north of Galt and father of Alice
Valensin.
• Early Galt area farmer George Need.
• Any of the early Prouty Family some of whom owned the Commercial Hotel.
• Rae House builder John Rae.
• World War I casualty Joseph Smith
• Galt Weekly Gazette and Galt Herald publisher William Botzbach.
• William Henry “Boss” Koontz first owner of the Club.

Galt Water Tower

Since its inception in 1987, the Galt Area
Historical Society has had the iconic Water
Tower with the GALT sign on the side as it’s
emblem. Long since it shut down, the Tower
was designated Galt Historical Landmark #1
but are you familiar with its origin?

Evan Evans built the first water plant with a
wooden tower and tank in 1872 at the same
site, three years after Galt’s founding. Rumors
have it that a few Galt citizens climbed to the
top to view the nighttime glow from the west
as the City of San Francisco burned after the
Earthquake of 1906. No known photographs
exist, but it was like the double tower used by
the Whitaker and Ray Block (see photo). The
first pump used to fill the tank was steampowered and then switched to electricity
around the turn of the 20th Century. Evans
ran the system for eight years and then sold
it to Delia Wiser (remember the family from
a previous article?) who was also a board
member of the Galt County Water District.
She operated the system for twelve years from
1884 – 1896 and then sold it to her daughter
Rachel Wiser Haskins.
As my father used to say, Rachel Haskins was
the “jack of all trades and master of none.” She
was the engineer, made most of the repairs,
did her own meter reading, and collected

money. At the time she took over, the number
of households rose from around fifty to two
hundred. Haskins did this for the next forty
years until it was time to turn the operation
over to the Water District Board.

A September 1932 article in the Sacramento
Bee publicized the planning of a new water
system including a tank. In February of 1936,
construction began with financing from a
bond issue and a grant from the Public Works
Administration, part of Franklin Roosevelt’s
New Deal. Workers drilled a 145ft well with
nonrusting steel casing, installed a 101/2 HP
turbine pump, erected a 75,000-gallon steel
water tank on a 125 ft tower, laid 26,000 ft of
water line throughout the town, and installed
59 fire hydrants. The water line was connected
to the Sego Milk Plant in case the city needed
more water pressure during a fire. On June 2,
1936, Rachel Haskins pressed the button that
started filling the water tank, but it didn’t go
online until all the city pipes had been flushed
out on June 13th.
The Galt Water Tower lasted for 57 years
when it was drained for good around 1993
but not the reason that the newspapers
publicized. There was a rumor that pigeons
and entered the tank through an open hatch
and contaminated the water. Long-time Public

Works employee Gary Berreth had inspected
the tank after the rumor started and said there
was no indication of contamination. He stated
the reason why the tank became expendable
was due to technology. New pumps had been
developed that made the tank and the pressure
it provided obsolete. Today, the Water Tower
with its gleaming silver tank and GALT printed
on the side still stands as a beacon for those
returning to town.

Sesquicentennial Snapshots
Photos by Dan Gerling

Annual Yard Sale

k
Bits & Pieces
k

Our annual yard sale will be held October 18
and 19 at our meeting hall at 550 C St from
8am to 2 pm. If you have anything that you
want to donate for our sale, please contact
LaVonne Riddlespurger at 209 745-3831 or
209 200-2203. No clothes please. This sale
is shaping up to be one of our best. There will
also be collectibles donated. Tell your friends
and family to come and see what treasures
there may be.

Election of New Officers

At our next General Meeting, the election of
new officers will take place. The only contested
office is President. Running are Janis Barsetti
Gray and Gary Berreth. All other offices are
uncontested. Running for VP is Lyle Lagge,
2nd VP is Harry Souder, Recording Secretary
is Liz Haglund, Treasurer is Bobbi Lewis, and
Historian is Dan Tarnasky. We have no one
who is running for Corresponding Secretary.
All eligible members can vote that evening.

McFarland Ranch Help

Lyle has requested that if anyone wants to
come out on Monday’s and give them a hand
with work, just come out from 9-2 pm and see
him. Bring your work gloves. What a great
place to spend a few hours making a difference.

Annual Car Show

Our annual car show, “A Drive Down Memory
Lane,” was held September 28th. The day
began with questionable weather. However, it
turned into a great day. We had approximately
40 vehicles registered. Our raffle table did an
excellent job, making more than at any other
car show: $1780. Thanks to Maria Spannuth
and all her helpers. We are grateful for all the
help by James Guthmiller and some of the Real
Men’s group, to John Gonzalez of Radial Tires
of Elk Grove for, again, being our sponsor, for
LaDeana for entertaining the crowd with her
beautiful voice, to all those who helped in the
food booth, Donna and Nancy and Donna’s
grandson for bbq the hot dogs, Gale Webber
for the vendors, to all the docents who helped
with tours of the house, Barbara Payne, Marci
& Harry Souder for being cashiers, Linda Burge
for admission gate, and to Ray & Darlene for

manning our country store. A special thanks
to Lyle Lagge and Trevor Currier for all the
setup.

Liberty School House

If any of you have driven by the Liberty School
House on 4th St, you can see it is ready to
move. We are waiting for the mover to schedule
us. Our next step is to lay the foundation. We
need to take bids for cement contractors. It
would be great if we could find someone who
was interested in donating the foundation.
Once the school house is on its foundation at
the Rae House Museum, our volunteers will
begin renovating it. Thanks to Lyle Lagge, Ron
Jacobson, Francis Jacobson, Shawn Farmer, and
Steve Matz for all your help in getting it ready
to move.

McFarland Ranch and Events

I wanted to draw everyone’s attention to how
great the McFarland Ranch is looking these
days. The landscaping and yard work looks
wonderful. Rita Martin has been taking care
of the flowers around the house and the water
fountain. When the ranch looks this good,
it is easy to rent it out. People that Heather
has shown the grounds to can actually
visualize having their wedding or event there.
It is absolutely beautiful. Much care is going
into making this a place where events have
a wonderful experience. Heather reports
that she has events booked for 2020 and is
constantly showing the ranch as well as fielding
lots of calls and inquiries.

Policy and Procedures

As you notice, in each newsletter, we publish
a different Policy and Procedure each month
from our chairperson, Maria Spannuth. It
is our hopes that you keep a copy of these
procedures so that you know the Procedures
and Policies of our organization. We do have a
book, but this way you can keep you own file.

Halloween Coming

Each year we have to hire security to watch
both cemeteries. This year, the Clampers have
volunteered to send several of their members
to stay at the cemeteries to guard them from
vandals for no charge. This will save us quite
a bit of money. We do need a few volunteers
to stay at the Rae and hand out candy from
5-9 or 10 pm. The house will not be open, but
volunteer presence will help with security. If
you want to volunteer, please let me know.

Christmas Open House

Our Christmas open house at the Rae House
Museum and the McFarland House will be
December 8 and 15 for both venues. The times
for the Rae both days will be Noon- 3pm; the
McFarland House on the 8th will be 1-5p; and of
the 15th open from 1-4 pm. Joan Werblun and
Vickie Larson will be decorating the Rae House
again; and Sue Dean and her fellow docents will
be decorating the McFarland. Please tell your
friends and family. Both houses are beautifully
decorated each year.

Wine Tasting & Boutique
The
Barsetti Family
Happily Celebrating
107 Years in
Galt

Live Music
Friday & Saturday
6:30-9:00 PM

Barsetti Wine Tasting Room

Cover charge for live music. Fee waived for wine club members

Buy a glass or a bottle of our wine,
(only on Wine Down Friday ’s)
enjoy it here and the appetizers are on us.

Old Town Galt • 400 4th St., Suite 150

209.744.6062
Open: Thurs., Sun Noon-5 p.m.
Fri. & Sat., Noon-9 p.m.
Closed: Mon., Tues. & Wed.

ricjan@barsettivineyards.com

|

www.barsettivineyards.com
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Galt Family Dentistry
Jason Roach DDS
Macy Fuhs DDS
General Dentists

515 N. Lincoln Way
Galt, CA 95632

ANN ULLRICH

209-745-5001

& REGISTRATION

REALTOR ®

Se Habla Español

• Locally Owned & Operated
• Two smog machines for faster service
• We perform most smog tests
• Biennial Smog
• Diesel
• Change of ownership
• Out of state
• Vehicle Renewal/Registration Test Only
Issue Plates and Stickers
• Title Transfer / Change of Ownership

DRE Lic. # 01706199

209.481.5489
Ann@ParkerRealtyGalt.com
www.ParkerRealtyGalt.com
545 Industrial Drive #105
Galt, California 95632
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WATER WELLS & PUMPS

The best “Filling Station” in town

209-745-2929
GaltSmiles.com
740 Spaans Drive, Suite 1
Galt, CA 95632

CONT. LIC. NO. 530672
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745-2048

Lodi (209) 368-0267 • Elk Grove (916) 682-2108
Fax (209) 745-8584

