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Dan Strongheart
From the Archives

Daniel Strongheart was one of many Galt Area
World War II veterans. Born on the Colusa
Indian Reservation in 1924, Strongheart
moved to the north San Joaquin County
area with his mom, stepfather, and brothers
when he was fourteen. Enlisting in the Army
in October 1942, he became a member
of the 775th Tank Battalion stationed at
North Camp Polk, Louisiana. In May of
1944, Storngheart’s company arrived on the
Island of New Guinea as part of the United
States Army’s 37th Infantry Division. Their
first assignment was the Battle of Luzon,
Philippines (January 9, 1945 – August 15,
1945) where the battalion was broken up into
smaller companies to provide support for the
infantry. Strongheart received a Purple Heart
for a head wound and then had the misfortune
of contracting malaria before receiving his
discharge at the end of the war. The rest of his
life was spent farming grapes and walnuts and
driving heavy equipment for the San Joaquin
County Public Works Department. Daniel
Strongheart and his wife Leavon raised six
children, Ida, Ramona, Dan, Rosemary,
David, and Darryl. This photo, donated by
Ida Stongheart Hoff, was probably taken on
the Island of New Guinea during a break
before deployment
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MEMBERSHIP
UPDATE
We welcome new members Amy Radford, and
Eliud Marquez.
Please be aware that 2022 dues will soon be due!
If you are not a Life Member, annual dues are
due on January 1 of each year. An email or mail
reminder will be forthcoming in the near future.
Please send your dues in as soon as you can, so
we do not have to keep spending money and
time on reminders.
Remember to please contact us for any address,
phone or email changes that you have. We need
to have updated addresses or it costs us each time
a newsletter is returned for incorrect address.
But more important is we want to keep everyone
updated and informed of all our events and
activities!
Contact Rhonda Smith with any concerns about
membership. rhonda@galtsmiths.com. Or 209745-4504.

2021 Historical Society
Executive Board
Janis Barsetti Gray ~ President
Lyle Lagge ~ 1st Vice President
Gale Webber ~ 2nd Vice President
Liz Haglund ~ Recording Secretary
Toni Gerling ~ Correspondence Secretary
Bobbi Lewis ~ Treasurer
Dan Tarnasky ~ Historian

Contact the Historian
• If you need or have Galt area historic
information (includes Herald,
Thornton, Liberty, Hicksville, Clay
Station, Arno, Elliott, Colony, and
Arno).
• If you have historic Galt area or
family photos for us to scan and
return.
• If you have area historical artifacts
to display at the Rae House
Museum.
Dan Tarnasky
Historian/Archivist
(916) 952-2368
blckrssn@hotmail.com

A Message From The

President

Dear Members,
The much needed rain seemed to come all
at once. I hope you did not have damage
and are drying out.
It was a very enjoyable and festive Charter
Night Dinner at the barn at the McFarland
Ranch. Thanks to Gale Webber and Joan
Werblun for coordinating, preparing, and
serving the dinner of Lockeford Sausage,
hot German potato salad, macaroni
salad, sauerkraut, hot pretzels, and Gale’s
homemade mustard. Thanks to our
chief BBQer, Ralph Cortez, to Roger
and Sammie Watson for bringing their
homemade beer, and all those who helped.
It truly was an Oktoberfest night. It
was wonderful seeing so many of you in
attendance (approximately 60 members),
enjoying yourselves, catching up with each
other. It was our largest gathering since
December of 2019 at Christmas. Looking
around the room, it reminded me of what
it must have looked like in Galt early in
our history: People gathering, swopping
stories, talking about the crops or the
rain; or the ladies chatting about cooking
and sewing. Everyone was having a good
time. It also gave us a look at the potential
of what our barn will become once it is
upgraded into an event center.
This time of year makes us all think more
about our families and friends near or far;

and those who are no longer with us who
were a part of our lives. It is a time to look
forward and create more holiday memories.
Our dinner was just the start of the season.
It reminds me of the Christmas story of
the little boy dreaming of “sugar plums
dancing in his head.” We wait for this time
of year with anticipation. It is a time we
think about past Thanksgivings, the good
times, the feasts, but more importantly,
about the people we have spent this time
with; the people who have impacted our
lives. We also think about what is ahead.
This time of year gives us hope of good
things to come.
I hope you and your families and friends
have a very Happy Thanksgiving, and you
make more new memories.
Janis Barsetti Gray

Scenes from the Old High School

One of two trophy cases

Southwest theatre entrance

Main building hall

North stairwell
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Calendar of Events

Nov 7................Rae Museum Open House - 1-4pm
Nov 8................Executive Board Meeting - 4pm
Nov 22..............General Meeting - 6pm

Dec 5................Rae Museum Christmas Open House - 1-4pm
Dec 5................MAC Christmas Open House - 12-3pm
Dec 13...............Executive Board Meeting - 4pm
Dec 20..............General Meeting and Christmas - 6pm

News From

McFarland Ranch
I am very pleased at the responses from many visitors coming to McFarland ranch.
This last year I have been told by so many that the place looks great. Every day we
are making progress to make things better. We are adding compost areas, we are
enhancing the garden areas. We are enhancing the orchard area. There is a new orchard
area north of the main house. We are doing more painting to enhance the looks of the
ranch. We made signage using old saw blades to label several buildings.
Regarding the Liberty Schoolhouse:
Working on the schoolhouse requires a lot of planning. We have purchased material
to start restoration. We are staging material. We are pursuing estimates to expedite
restoration 0f the liberty schoolhouse. The latest estimate for building the Windows
is14,113.00 and it does not include installation. I received an estimate for painting the
outside and inside, estimate $3,000.00. I have a preliminary estimate to replace the
roof, estimate 13,700.00. Does not include facia boards or soffits. We are still waiting
on second estimate for the windows and door installations
We pulled enough siding from our wood resources to finish the the outside walls.
Three years ago that resource would have cost $14.00 per lineal foot, today that cost
has tripled and the cost would have been about $4,500.00, but we have it and will be
refurbished for use. We have enough resources to do the inside of the schoolhouse,
but it will take time. Some of the work to refurbish the schoolhouse can be done at
McFarland ranch, this is where a lot of our resources are and can be easily transported
to the schoolhouse.
Lyle Lagge

Bits & Pieces
Membership Dues

Barn Sale

Those of you who are not Life Members,
your dues will be payable January 1st.
Rhonda will be sending out invoices in
December. Remember your dues are tax
deductible. We appreciate your payments.

We were very successful with our sale
during the antique and collectibles and
during the Old Gas Engine Show. I
know many of you still have good items
you want to donate. At this time, we do
not have a place to store items, keeping in
mind that work will begin early 2022 on
upgrading the barn at the McFarland. If
you could just store any items (no clothes
or shoes), we will make a decision how we
will handle this sale in the coming months.
Thanks to everyone’s generosity.

Online Raffle
Since Sip and Snack at the MAC was
cancelled and we had many raffle prizes
made up, we have decided to try what
many organizations are doing, and offer
our items on a raffle site online. There
will be a minimum bid, much like what
is done on a silent auction. People keep
bidding on an item until no one else bids.
The website is: WWW.32auctions.com/
galthistory. It will go live November 1.
We do not ship; all items have to be picked
up locally. However, if you do not live in
our area but want to give a gift to someone
in Galt, what a great way to do your
bidding online and if you get the item, you
could have someone (or the person you
are gifting to) pick up the item. This type
of gift, would not cost you shipping from
another source. You are also helping our
organization with funds that we lost with
the cancellation of Sip and Snack. Please
pass this information along to your friends
and family. We all know what great raffle
prizes Maria Spannath makes up!!

More Historic Plaques
In 2020, we did not recommend any sites
or houses to receive an historic plaque due
to COVID. This year we are planning to
increase the number. Our Historian, Dan,
is working on identifying these sites. We
will let you know what has been selected
by the Board.

Photography at the MAC
Photographers are starting to book for
the holiday season. This is welcome extra
revenue for us. They are charged $40 per
client. If you know anyone who has hired
a photographer and wants to have their
photo at either the MAC or the Rae, have
the photographer contact Janis for booking
and payment.

Christmas is Coming
Our Christmas Open House at both the
Rae House Museum and the McFarland
House will be Sunday, December 5th from
1-4 pm. If anyone wants to volunteer
to help docent either house or handle
refreshments, please let us know. Joan
is also looking for volunteers to help her
decorate both houses. Contact Joan at 209
251-9199.

Lodi Chamber
of Commerce
The Galt Area Historical Society is not
only a member of the Galt Chamber of
Commerce, but we recently have joined
the Lodi Chamber. Both will give us much
more exposure and advertising for our
events and our historical venues.

Christmas Holiday
Meeting and Holiday Fun
We will have our final general meeting
for 2021 on December 20th starting
at 5:30pm. We would like everyone to
bring an appetizer that could serve 8-10
people or a dessert. Please let me know
what you are bringing so we do not have
too much of some dishes. Our social time
will be 5:30pm-6pm; appetizers/desserts
6pm-6:45pm; a short meeting that will
include swearing in of the new Executive
Board, and then adjourn to some games.
If anyone has any prizes they want to
donate for these gifts, please contact Maria
Spannath: 337-849-4403.

Volunteer of the Year

We were so pleased to announce at our
October meeting, our Volunteer of the
Year for 2021: Joan Werblun. Joan has
been involved in our community for many
years and since joining the Galt Historical
Society and becoming involved in many
of our events. She has chaired our Ladies’
Tea for last several years and will continue
in 2022, she has decorated the Rae for
Christmas and other holidays, and will
decorate the McFarland House this year.
Joan has volunteered to wear many hats
even before she became a member. Joan
is a retired nurse who still handles much
administrative duties for nursing, as well
as advocates with our politicians for the
nurse’s cause. Congratulations Joan.

Your 2022 Executive Board
President ~ Janis Barsetti Gray
First Vice President ~ Lyle Lagge
Second Vice President ~ Gale Webber
Recording Secretary ~ Liz Haglund
Corresponding Secretary ~ Toni Gerling
Treasurer ~ Len ReidReynoso
Historian ~ Dan Tarnasky		

The Galt Tanker
On February 16, 1942, Oklahoma farm boy Ralph
Dean walked into a recruitment office and enlisted
in the United States Army. For whatever reason,
recruiters sent him to Camp Coxcomb and the 7th
Armored Division. The camp was a subcamp of
the U.S. Army Desert Training Center in Riverside
County, California. The main headquarters for the
Desert Training Center was Camp Young, where
General George Patton’s 3rd Armored Division was
stationed. Camp Coxcomb was built to prepare
troops to battle in North Africa to fight the Nazis
during World War II. The 93rd Infantry Division
and the 95th Infantry Division trained at the camp
as well. Major General Lindsay McDonald Silvester
commanded the 7th Armored Division.
While in camp, Ralph trained in the U.S. Army’s
Sherman tank. He learned the pecking order within
the five-man tank crew. The commander sat in the
back right side of the turret, directly behind the
gunner. His job was to command the tank. The
gunner was usually the next senior man in the tank.
He sat right in front of the commander. He had his
own set of turret controls, and only he could control
the elevation of the main gun. The loader’s job was to
service the 75mm gun and the .30 caliber machine
gun. The commander or gunner would call out the
ammo type for the primary weapon, and the loader
would load the gun and yell “Up!” and the gunner
would know the gun was ready to fire. The loader
was supposed to watch the belt on the machine gun
and make sure the gun didn’t run dry.
The driver and co-driver were separate from the
turret crew; they sat in the forward part of the hull.
The driver needed to be able to drive the tank, often
without knowing what he was moving into, trusting
the eyes of the other crew members and commander
to keep him out of trouble. The co-driver’s position
was on the right front of the hull. The position had
no controls or instrument panel. This co-driver had
a .30 caliber machine gun aimed by tracer through
the periscopes. This was the position most new
tankers started in. Ralph Dean was designated the
tanks gunner.

7th Armored Division

The five men of the crew were responsible for keeping
the tank running. This meant keeping up on a long
list of daily chores, from checking track tension and
adjusting it to tightening the bolts on each end link
on both sides of the track run to checking the oil
and radiator fluids or the batteries. Numerous things
had to be hit with a grease gun, others that had to
be adjusted. Depending on the motor type, various
engine maintenance tasks had to be done, and they
all needed their air cleaners cleaned often. Plus,
cleaning and maintaining the main gun and all the
machine guns, loading ammo and fuel. The radios
would require constant attention to keep working
reliably.
Getting food, eating, and other person chores all had
to be done, and sometimes the crews ate while they
worked on the tank. Many tanks ended up piled
with extra gear to help make the tanker’s lives easier.
They only had to keep the tank up to a point if it
needed significant work, like a new transmission or
engine; a company or battalion level maintenance
crew would come and help, ideally, or a replacement
tank would be issued if too much work was needed.
Once the training was completed, it was time to
deploy.
The 7th Armored Division arrived in England in
June 1944, but they had to wait for the roads in and
around Normandy, France, to be secured. Division
tankers landed on Omaha and Utah Beaches,
August 13, 1944, and were assigned to the U.S.
Third Army, commanded by Lieutenant General
George S. Patton. The Division liberated Chartres,
Dreux, and then Melun, crossing the Seine River on
August 24. The Division then pushed on to liberate
Château-Thierry and then Verdun on August 31.
On September 25, 1944, the 7th Armored Division
was transferred to the U.S. Ninth Army, under
Lieutenant General William Hood Simpson, and
began the drive to the Netherlands where they
were needed to protect the right (east) flank of the
corridor opened by Operation Market Garden. They
were to operate in the southeast Netherlands so that
British and Canadian forces and the 104th Infantry
Division could clear the Germans from the Scheldt
Estuary in the southwest Netherlands and open the
shipping lanes to the critical port of Antwerp to
allow Allied ships to bring supplies from Britain.
On October 27, 1944, the central part of the 7th
Armored Division was in defensive positions along
the line Nederweert (and south) to Meijel to Liesel.
The Germans launched a two-division offensive
centered on Meijel, catching the thinly stretched
87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron of the 7th
Armored Division by surprise. However, the response
by the 7th Armored and by British LieutenantGeneral Sir Richard O’Connor’s British VIII Corps,
to which the Division was attached, stopped the
German attack on the third day and then, from
October 31 to November 8, gradually drove the
enemy out of the terrain that they had taken. During

Ralph Dean
this operation, at midnight on the night of October
31, Major General Lindsay Silvester, who had led
the Division since its activation, was relieved as
commander of the Division and replaced by Major
General Robert W. Hasbrouck.
On November 8, 1944, the 7th Armored was again
transferred to the Ninth Army and moved south to
rest areas east of Maastricht. Following an inflow of
many replacements, they began extensive training
and reorganization since so many original men
had been lost in France and the Netherlands that a
significant part of the Division was now men who
had never trained together.
Like any other soldiers, Tank crews look for things
to make their lives easier when stuck out in the field
and at war. Tankers have the advantage of being able
to stuff things in the nooks and crannies of the tank

or strap them on the outside. Items included extra
food, small arms, ammo, water, gas, and oil cans,
stuff pilfered from abandoned homes or occupied
ones once the Army made it into Germany.
Elements of the Division were attached to the 84th
Infantry Division for operations in early December
in Linnich, Germany, on the banks of the Rur (Roer).
The 7th was preparing to drive into Germany when
the Ardennes offensive (Battle of the Bulge) began
on December 16, 1944.
The Division was transferred to the U.S. First Army,
under Lieutenant General Courtney Hodges, and
ordered to St. Vith, Belgium, a critical road, and
rail center needed by the Germans to supply their
offensive. For almost a week, the 7th Armored
(along with elements of the 106th, the 28th
Infantry Division, and 9th Armored Divisions)
absorbed much of the German drive before forcing
the Germans to withdraw west of the Salm River
on December 23. The Division moved to the area
of Manhay, Belgium, and by the end of December
had cleared the town of the enemy. They were then
relieved by the 75th Infantry Division. After a brief
rest in January 1945, the Division returned to
positions near St. Vith.
It was during this period that Ralph Dean lost his
tank driver. While exposed in the driver’s hatch, he
became a casualty of a direct hit. Ralph’s experience
driving caterpillar tractors on the family ranch made
him a logical choice as a replacement.
In February 1945, they were now attached to the
U.S. First Army’s V Corps, the Division returned to
Germany. In the first week of the month, Combat
Command R was attached to the 78th Infantry
Division for attacks on Strauch, Simmerath,
Steckenborn, and other towns in the Huertgen
Forest. The Division remained in Steckenborn,
Germany, waiting for the floodwaters to recede
throughout the month after the Germans destroyed
major dams in the Allies’ path.

General Patton

Sherman tank unloading on Omaha Beach
In March 1945, the 7th Armored took part in two
significant breakthroughs with a two-week period
during which they established and maintained an
important defensive position. The first breakthrough
came early in March when the Division, as part of
the III Corps, pushed east from the Rur river to
establish a defensive position along the west bank
of the Rhine, south of Bonn to Unkelbach. The
second breakthrough began March 26 when the
Division, still under III Corps control, took part
in an armored offensive intended to break the
German defenses around the Remagen bridgehead
and overrun the German farmland to the east and
north, and surround the Ruhr Pocket in a double
envelopment.
In April, the 7th Armored Division completed their
part of the encirclement of the Ruhr Pocket and
captured the critical Edersee Dam. On April 16,

the LIII Panzer Corps surrendered to the Division,
and the eastern sector of the pocket collapsed. The
7th Armored, after a brief rest, were then transferred
once again to the British Second Army and moved
north to the Baltic Sea. From this area, Lieutenant
William A. Knowlton led a force eastward to contact
the Red Army. The 7th Armored Division remained
in this area until the war in Europe ended. Ralph
Dean stayed with allied occupation forces until his
discharge in March 1946.
Thanks goes to Sue Dean for personal information
on her husband Ralph Dean, the Sherman Tank
Site for information on the Sherman Tank, and the
U. S. 7th Armored Division Association for World
War II information. Special thanks go to Ralph Roy
“Red” Dean for his military service and being part of
America’s Greatest generation.
				 Historian

Sherman tank crew positions
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