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The Galt Weekly Gazette
From the Archives

The local newspaper was a small town’s
connection to the news of the outside
world. In its early days, Galt has had a
few papers that have come and gone.
One of those was printed after the Galt
Weekly Witness demise and before the
establishment of the Galt Herald. The
Galt Gazette was located just west of
the present Galt Methodist Church on
C Street and carried on hand printing
tradition using movable type. Most of
the news was about national and world
events, with a small section dedicated
to information about Galt’s citizens.
Anyone could open the paper and read
about births and deaths, marriages,
who was ill, and someone’s travels
out of the area. Most newspapers of
the late 1800s cost about a penny,
with most printing costs coming
from advertisements. The Gazette
was in existence from 1881 to 1911
and competed with the Galt Herald
during its last years. The Galt Gazette
building also housed the county tax
assessor, a justice of the peace, and the
second oldest “free” library in the state.
Sometime after this photo was taken,
the building was moved to 4th Street,
close to the Brewster Building.
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MEMBERSHIP
UPDATE
Dues for the 2021 calendar year have been
trickling in. We have made a resolution to be
fully paid by March 1. You should have received
an email reminder or a notice in the mail for
dues to be paid.
Thank you to these members who have already
paid this year: Lyle Lagge, John Melhaff, Twila
Aschieris, Amber Veselka, Margaret Brummer,
Jim Spaans, Janet Hom, Dennis Sartini, Jeffrey&
Cheryl Jennings, Kirk Swim, Rosemary Lanza,
John Hanson, Randall Wittie, Marla Borman,
Norene & Larry Luis, Myron Dause, Judy
Shipley, Delores Gregorio, Lisa & Mike Haug,
Toni Scully. And we welcome new member,
Edward Olson!
Remember to please contact us for any address,
phone or email changes that you have. We need
to have updated addresses or it costs us each time
a newsletter is returned for incorrect address.
But more important is we want to keep everyone
updated and informed of all our events and
activities!
Contact Rhonda Smith with any concerns about
membership. rhonda@galtsmiths.com. Or 209745-4504.

2021 Historical Society
Executive Board
Janis Barsetti Gray ~ President

Lyle Lagge ~ 1st Vice President
Harry Souders ~ 2nd Vice President
Liz Haglund ~ Recording Secretary
Toni Gerling ~ Corresponding Secretary
Bobbi Lewis ~ Treasurer
Dan Tarnasky ~ Historian

RETAIL OPEN
for bottles and
merchandise
to take home

Curbside
Pickup
Still
Available

Old Town Galt · 400 4th St., Suite 150

209.744.6062

OPEN: Friday: Noon - 7pm
Saturday & Sunday: Noon - 5pm
ricjan@barsettivineyards.com
www.barsettivineyards.com

A Message From The

President

2021 is certainly packing a punch. January
is proving to be a wet month. While we have
been told COVID cases have gotten better;
allowing outside dining and other lock down
areas to be reopened with modification, we still
have no direction on events and weddings at
the MAC or RAE. It is unfortunate because
we cannot give good information to those
trying to book events or weddings. We are,
as they say, “between a rock and a hard place.”
We desperately need this revenue to keep us
going. Our funds saved are enough to get us
through 2021, barring any unexpected expense,
without any funds coming in. Should we get
back to normal, having our fundraisers and
being allowed to book for weddings, we will be
in much better shape. At this time, we have
suspended any new projects and expenses that
have not already been approved and funded.
Projects such as the Liberty School House have
received grants to complete those projects and
are not funded from our accounts. We will
table the security cameras at the MAC until we
can afford them. Funding is most important

to keep physical projects going. However, it
does not change our mission: To preserve and
restore the history of Galt and our area. We can
still work on research and cleanups at the Rae
and MAC. We can work to secure donations
for our archives and pictures as well as money
donations. We can work to get new members
and show our enthusiasm for what we do. If
we could make it through 2020 with all the
obstacles, we can certainly make 2021 the year
we return to normal. We need to begin planning
the fundraisers we always have. I believe this
year the support from the public coming to our
events will be huge. People have been locked
down for too long and need to enjoy our events.
We cannot sit back and wonder if events will
happen. They will happen and we need to be
positive and be ready. Committees will begin
planning the year’s events soon.
Stay safe and be ready for a great year for the
Galt Area Historical Society. Happy Valentine’s
Day to all.
Janis Barsetti Gray

Membership Drive 2021
The Galt Area Historical Society is looking for new members to fill positions as docents,
gardeners, building maintenance crew, museum and archive workers, and event volunteers. If
you are receiving this newsletter, you are already a member. What we want is for all members
to recruit one new member. The Mission of the Galt Area Historical Society is to preserve,
protect, and maintain the history of the Galt Area, which includes those places known as
Arno, Clay, Colony, Elliott, Galt, Herald, Hicksville, Liberty, and Thornton. The membership
in the GAHS has grown from four people in 1986 to more than 300 members today. As
stewards of local history, the Society has five properties that need constant attention, the Rae
House Museum, the McFarland Living History Ranch, the Elliott Pioneer Cemetery, the
Liberty Pioneer Cemetery, and our meeting hall. All funds raised go toward preservation!
Yearly membership levels include Individual
$20.00, Family $40.00, Student $10.00,
and Business $50.00. They don’t want to
be an active volunteer? They can become a
supporting member. A larger membership
helps in acquiring funds from County, State,
and Federal grant programs. Tell them all
members receive our monthly newsletter.
For further details, go to our website www.
galthistory.com and click the JOIN button or
contact Dan Tarnasky at blckrssn@hotmail.
com.

Can you help us identify these Galt area citizens?

We have several photos that are unidentified. If you know who one of these people are, contact:
Dan Tarnasky - GAHS Historian
Email: blckrssn@hotmail.com | Phone: (916) 952-2368
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FULL SERVICE PRINTING COMPANY
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Business Cards • Postcards
Letterhead & Envelopes
Brochures • Flyers
Banners • Signs
Carbonless Forms • Checks
Direct Mail
Self-Published Books

740 SPAANS DRIVE #2
GALT, CA 95632

209.745.2334

Floral Designs
Weddings • Quinceañeras
Corporate Events

209.745.0726
J.M. Enterprises

Joan Werblun
Owner

Docents Needed at Rae

Events

Even though museums are not allowed to have
people indoors at this time, we are hoping that
by April, this may change. We are looking
for docents for the Rae. If you are interested,
please contact Dan Tarnasky or Janis. We need
people who are dedicated to the history of Galt,
have knowledge of our history, can project
our mission, friendly and outgoing. Docents
will be given a talk on the new layout of the
museum. Interested people must be available
the first Sunday of each month.

The events that we are planning in 2021, as you
have seen on the Calendar of Events, are Kite
Day in April, Ladies’ Tea at the Rae in May,
Car Show in August, and Sip & Snack at the
MAC in September. Planning will begin soon
for all of these events. If you want to work
on the planning of any of these, please contact
Janis.

Membership Info
In addition to Rhonda Smith’s column in this
newsletter, please make sure your 2021 dues
are paid by March 1st. Due to the expense of
sending out newsletters, we will not be sending
out newsletters to those who have not paid
at that time. Also, please update us of any
address or phone number change; and please
send us your email if you have not gotten email
notifications from us in the past.

Help for Dan
Dan still needs help at the Rae cataloging
archived items. There are many items that
we have received that need to be updated in
our records. This is very time consuming.
We could use 5-6 people who are good with
paperwork. Contact Dan.

Yard Sale Items
Lavonne is still taking in items for our annual
yard sale. We are hoping to hold this in April.
We were not able to have the sale in October.
Contact her at 209 200-2203.

Super Premium Ice Cream Made Every Day
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

400 4th Street • Galt
209-744-1413

Calendar of Events
This calendar has not been approved by the
board, but will be at our next meeting. Please
look over the calendar and let any board
member know if you see something that needs
correction or added.
Jan 11
Jan 25
Feb 8
Feb 22
Mar 7
Mar 8
Mar 22
April 4
April 11
April 12
April 16
April 17
April 26
May 2
May 8
May 10
May 24
June 6
June 14
June 28
July 3
July 12
July 26
Aug 1
Aug 9
Aug 23
Aug 28
Sept 5
Sept 13
Sept 25
Sept 27
Oct 3
Oct 11
Oct 25
Nov 7
Nov 8
Nov 22
Dec 5
Dec 5
Dec 13
Dec 20

Executive Board Meeting - 4pm
General Meeting - 6pm - Cancelled
Executive Board Meeting - 4pm
General Meeting - 6pm - Cancelled
Rae Museum Open House - 1-4pm
Executive Board Meeting - 4pm
General Meeting - 6pm - Cancelled
Easter - Rae Museum Closed
Kite Day - MAC - 9am-3pm
Executive Board Meeting - 4pm
Yard Sale - Hall - 8am-2pm
Yard Sale - Hall - 8am-2pm
General Meeting - 6pm - Tentative
Rae Museum Open House - 1-4pm
Ladies’ Tea at the Rae
Executive Board Meeting - 4pm
General Meeting - 6pm - Tentative
Rae Museum Open House - 1-4pm
Executive Board Meeting - 4pm
General Meeting - 6pm - Tentative
Rae Museum Open House - 1-4pm
Executive Board Meeting - 4pm
General Meeting - 6pm
Rae Museum Open House - 1-4pm
Executive Board Meeting - 4pm
General Meeting - 6pm
Car Show at McFarland Ranch
Rae Museum Open House - 1-4pm
Executive Board Meeting - 4pm
Sip & Snack at the MAC
General Meeting - 6pm
Rae Museum Open House - 1-4pm
Executive Board Meeting - 4pm
General Meeting - 6pm
Rae Museum Open House - 1-4pm
Executive Board Meeting - 4pm
General Meeting - 6pm
Rae Museum Christmas Open House 1-4pm
MAC Christmas Open House - 12-3pm
Executive Board Meeting - 4pm
General Meeting and Christmas - 6pm

Dear Friend of the Galt Area Historical Society,

P.O. Box 782
Galt, California 95632
(209) 730-3127
www.galthistory.com

The world has certainly changed since we sent our annual letter last
February. We have faced unrecognizable challenges over the past
year and witnessed the unimaginable. We at the Galt Area Historical
Society hope you are well despite the challenges that this year has
brought.
We write to you today to ask for your support of our organization this
year with a donation to our annual fundraising campaign.
It was a huge disappointment for the Society to cancel our annual
Sip & Snack at the Mac, Ladies Tea, Kite Day, and Car Show. We
also had to cancel all weddings and special events that booked the
McFarland Ranch in 2020. As you know, the Society depends on these
annual events to generate the funds needed to continue the work of
preserving, protecting, and maintaining the history of the Galt Area.
Despite the challenges of 2020, our dedicated volunteers logged over
2,700 hours maintaining the McFarland Ranch, Rae Museum, Liberty
School House, Elliott Pioneer Cemetery, Liberty Pioneer Cemetery,
and our meeting hall.
The Historical Society relies upon the generous financial support of
private individuals to help us preserve and care for Galt’s historical
legacy. We hope you will help the Historical Society continue its
important work by supporting the Annual Appeal this year at any
level that is right for you.
A donor envelope is included for your convenience. Remember that
every donation makes a difference, regardless of size.
We sincerely appreciate your generosity and continued support and
look forward to seeing you in-person in the future.
Thank you in advance for your support!
Sincerely,

Toni Gerling
Toni Gerling
Corresponding Secretary

The Galt Area Historical Society
is a non-profit organization
pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) of the United
States Internal Revenue Code.

Local History Books
Books can be purchased at the following
locations unless otherwise noted:
Barsetti’s Tasting Room, 400 4th Street
GAHS Website: www.galthistory.org
Matilda’s Story
by Jacquelyn Hanson
(Shellenbarger)
This story has been
fictionalized, but clearly
based on fact about
Jacqueline’s family
coming to the Galt area
and settling in Hicksville.
It is about a farming
community in south
Sacramento County the last half of the 19th
century.
The Last Real Hobo
by Terry Albritton
This is a historical fiction,
loosely related to the
history of Galt. It tells
about the life of a hobo
coming into town by
train. Terry says that some
old timers in Galt may
recognize the resemblance
to some towns people.
Available only through Amazon.
Smoke, Soot,
and Steam
by Mike Greer
Use this vivid, welldocumented book
as a guide to walk
down Main Street and
experience the sensations
of smoke, soot, and
steam from 1869 to
1960 in a Central
California community as it grew from a berg
to an incorporated city and found its spot in
the history of the golden state of California.

Tapestry
A Collection of
Writings from
Pioneer Days
Compiled by
Eugenia Olson

Memories to
Manuscripts
By Durlynn Anema
Memories accumulate
over a lifetime to be
pleasantly recalled,
especially when we are
older. Your memories
tell a great deal about
a unique time and a
unique you which needs to be preserved. This
book evolved from a class Durlynn Anema
taught called “Memories to Manuscripts.
This book helps you go through the complete
process from the simple act of writing to the
final product. Learn writing techniques to turn
your life into a book of memories.
Books are also available by contacting the
author, Durlynn Anema at durlynnca@
gmail.com.

Images of America:
Galt
By Daniel Tarnasky

Contains vintage
photos of Galt’s past
and a little history
to go with it. The
timeframe is 1869
to 1969. The Galt
Area Historical
Society is the source
for the photos and
historical information. Other Galtonians
shared their photos, information, and
memories.
Books are also available by contacting
the author, Dan Tarnasky at blckrssn@
hotmail.com.
Past and Present:
Galt

By Daniel Tarnasky

Contains vintage
photos of buildings
from Galt’s past and
what the building
looks like now. Some
places are unchanged
while others
have completely
disappeared. All are still contained in the
memories of those who grew up in their
small town.
Books are also available by contacting
the author, Dan Tarnasky at blckrssn@
hotmail.com.

Our Heritage ... Our
Community
By Eugenia Olson
A history of Galt
from the perspective
of children who once
lived in Galt.

HISTORY OF

THORNTON

History of Thornton
By Charlotte
Cameron
A rich history of
Thornton from 500
A.D. to 2009.

Books are also
available by
contacting the author, Charlotte
Cameron at 209-794-2511.
Charlotte Cameron

Great American
Little Town
By Toni Gerling

Wrapping up a year of
celebrations, the Galt
District Chamber
of Commerce has
published a book
commemorating
Galt’s sesquicentennial year. The book
features a timeline of this area and
includes photos and news clippings
covering important milestones in local
history from 1869-2019.
Books can be purchased at the
following locations:
• Galt Chamber of Commerce
604 N. Lincoln Way
• Express Type & Graphics
740 Spaans Drive #2
• The Coffee Shop Bakery
239 4th Street

Galt’s Long-Forgotten Neighbors
North of Galt, history records that there have been
several smaller long-forgotten communities. Each
little pioneer town took pride in its ability to provide
for the needs of its citizens. Each was independent
of the other. They never considered themselves a part
of Galt. At one time, there were the small towns of
Clay Station, Alta Mesa, Colony, Hicksville, Arno,
Twin Cities, and Herald. Each small community
boasted its own grammar school.
It was not until Galt built a high school that the
small towns connected with Galt as they sent their
children from their grammar schools to continue
their education in Galt. In high school, the children
kept their grammar school friends and identity. In
so doing, they remained separated from the Galt
students. After all, they were not Galt Elementary
School kids! For years, the folks who lived in the
area northeast of Galt remained fiercely independent
from Galt, often choosing to link themselves with
Elk Grove, at that time, Galt High’s fiercest rival.
Over the years, Galt continued to grow. The
neighbors to the north began coming into Galt
for church, shopping, medical appointments, and
social activities. Those who moved into the little
South Sacramento County communities searched
for a quiet countryside, not building a sense of
community. The small independent communities
almost disappeared. All that remains today that can
be recognized is a cluster of homes, a school, and a
firehouse in a bend of Highway 104, the town called
Herald. Eventually, the small schools disappeared.
Only one school was left in Herald. To preserve the
former school’s heritage, the school district created
the name “Arcohe,” a combination of the first two
letters of the towns of Arno, Colony, and Herald.
Today, if you drive out in that area just north of
Galt, you will find reminders of those small towns in
the name of the streets. “Clay Station Road,” “Alta
Mesa Road,” “Colony Road,” “Arno Road,” and, of
course, “Twin Cities Road.” They are all that is left
of those thriving little communities.
Each of these small towns had a spirit of community
that brought its citizens together for annual events.
Usually, the heart of cooperation and fellowship

Clay Station
needed to plan and put on a community event
added to the mortar needed to build a strong
community. In the days before TV, folks found their
entertainment at school programs and activities
at the little grammar schools that dotted the
countryside, as well as church socials and an annual
community gathering. One such gathering was the
yearly ALTA MESA FAIR, which, until 1983, was
the unique gathering of folks in the area northeast of
Galt. For over 60 years, the Alta Mesa Fair had been
an annual opportunity for local farmers to come
together for a day to share stories about their farms,
their children, and their dreams.
The fair offered a chance to show animals, and the
children were as involved as the grownups. Alta Mesa
once had one of the largest 4H clubs in the area, and
the children in that club enjoyed the challenge of
having the best animal to show at the fair.

Arno Dance Hall, Post Office, General Store, and Saloon. Center is Jack Shellenbarger.

Some young ladies vied for Alta Mesa Queen’s title,
there were lovely quilts to display, and there were
games to be played, including the “Rolling Pin Toss.”
At the end of the day, there was always entertainment.
Songs, skits, dance routines, and recitations were
often included in the evening’s activities. It was
a wonderfully warm, close feeling of friendship,
camaraderie, and fellowship that each one felt,
having taken part in the Alta Mesa Fair.
What happened to that fair? It died. Like the little
communities that disappeared, it was a victim of
declining community interest. When it first started
in 1922, most of the people made their living in
farming. Today, most of the folks in that area work
somewhere else. Little by little, the small villages of
Clay, Alta Mesa, Hicksville, Arno, Colony, and Twin
Cities have disappeared. They leave us only street
names to remember them by and a story such as that
of the Alta Mesa Fair to remind us of the history of
our “long-forgotten neighbors.”

Alta Mesa Fair

GALT

Non Profit PRST
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 17
Galt, CA 95632

Galt Area
Historical
Society

P.O. Box 782
Galt, California 95632

515 N. Lincoln Way
Galt, CA 95632

ANN ULLRICH
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BEN SALAS
FUNERAL HOME
FD 1257

~ Since 1955 ~

“Our Family Serving Yours”
Traditional &
Personalized Funerals
Memorial &
Cremation Services
Customized
Pre-Arrangements
Headstones &
Cremation Accessories
149 4th Street
Galt, CA 95632

209-745-1191
Jonnie &
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& REGISTRATION

REALTOR ®

Se Habla Español

• Locally Owned & Operated
• Two smog machines for faster service
• We perform most smog tests
• Biennial Smog
• Diesel
• Change of ownership
• Out of state
• Vehicle Renewal/Registration Test Only
Issue Plates and Stickers
• Title Transfer / Change of Ownership

DRE Lic. # 01706199

209.481.5489
Ann@ParkerRealtyGalt.com
www.ParkerRealtyGalt.com
545 Industrial Drive #105
Galt, California 95632
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